
this year, la croix valmer 
celebrates it’s 90th anniversary!!!

Let’s go 

@lacroixvalmer_tourisme

How about
discovering the

different facets of
our village through
it’s history, its sites,

it’s old villas, it’s
estates and it’s

coastline?  



olive-growing, vine-growing and livestock-raising developped
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did you know ?our history started 2500 years before J.c

between 700 and 500 B.C.,

the Phoenicians, Greeks

and Romans occupied our

village and contributed

to it’s development

through bartering and

tradi.ing

Roman legionnaires were
rewarded with land on our
coast. that’s how Numerous
buildings, such as the Villa
Pardigon, came into being!



in 1882, an industrialist from Lyon, mr de vregille, discovered the village, which was
just a locality at the time ... . 

there were only a few
scattered farms, but

he was seduced by the
natural beauty, the
vineyards and the

advantages of the site.

on february 18th, 1890, he
founded “la société des

terrains et vignobles de la
croix et de cavalaire”.

And la croix valmer was
born
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He then purchased 600 acres of land ...



THE DOMAINE shapes THE REGION,
LES BOULEVARDS, the train

station and Place des Palmiers.
a commercial and craft zone

was about to be created.

We can notice the Agricultural
development, with vines taking
precedence over crops such

as wheat, olives, mulberries and
cereals. 

 The estate was going to need a lot
of manpower, and was recruiting a

large number of employees, including
domestic and hotel staff,

shopkeepers, craftsmen, masons and
company workers. 

 The estate's landscape
gardener, Mr Luizet, laid
out the village's main
boulevards at the end
of the 19th century. 
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In 1890, Mr. De Vregille invested in the coastal railroads so that the line would
stop in La Croix Valmer and serve the area.
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SINCE 1945 the “COMPAGNIE DES CHEMINS DE FER
DE PROVENCE” HAS REPLACED TRAINS WITH BUSES

that are STILL RUNNING to this day.

The Lyonnais had a half-wood, half-
stone chapel built when the estate was
founded. In the early 1900s, it fell into

disrepair and became too small. Mr
Chevallet rebuilt it in 1909, and it was

inaugurated in 1911. 



the town chose it’s coat of arms in 1970. It represents the town
of La Croix Valmer under the triple sign of the sea, it’s beaches,
pine forests and Constantine, symbolizing tourism, vacations and

legend...
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look at the town
hall!!!

do you notice
anything ???

Ah yes, you can see
the coat of arms 

has the city logo on
each side !!!

the logo is composed of
visual elements representing

today’s vision of the city
the coat of arms is an official
seal representing the town's
past and the people who built

it



do you know
where our
name comes

from?
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on april 06th, 1934, the town, which had been 
part of Gassin, officialy became independent!

in 1929, an initial
request was made
and a petition was
sent to prefect
louis martin, who
supported the

initiative.

We can assume that “La croix” comes from
cros (name of a neighborhood)

but given that there's a trail from
cavalaire separating “la croix” in a y, we
assume a cross was installed to mark

this spot. 



do you know the legend that surrounds our village? 
let us tell you ... 

In 313 AD, the emperor Constantine was on his way to Rome to reclaim
his throne. 

He stopped in La Croix Valmer and saw a cross with the words
 “In hoc signo vinces” (by this sign you will conquer) in the sky.

 He decided to put this symbol on his banner
and on his soldiers' shields. 

Back in Rome, he defeated his adversary.

To complete the creation of the
Domaine, the symbolic Croix de
Constantin was inaugurated 

on April 16th, 1893. With its land, staff,
architects, school and church, the

estate now had it’s own legend.

It's only with the birth of the
“Domaine de La Croix” and Cavalaire

that this legend appears. No
mention is made of Constantin and

his apparitions before 1893. 
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LOUIS MARTIN
Édition spéciale

Son of the mayor of Puget-ville, he studied law in Aix-
en-Provence and Paris. 

A brilliant man, a sympathetic and modest figure, he
was elected Var Deputy from 1900 to 1909, then Var
Senator from 1909 to 1936. 

Since 1929, he had been closely following the
confrontations between Gassin and the La Croix
section, which wanted its independence. He was very
familiar with the issue, supported it and intervened in
the Senate during the emergency vote on the bill to
make La Croix a commune. 

Louis Martin's help and involvement bore fruit, as
the law of April 6th, 1934 finally established La Croix
Valmer as a commune separate from Gassin.
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1900-1909

1859-1944

1909-1936

DÉPUTÉ DU VAR

SÉNATEUR DU VAR



@lacroixvalmer_tourisme

The “Conservatoire du Littoral”
owns the 860+ acre Domaine du Cap

Lardier site. 
To protect the site, it was
rendered inconstructible

in 1978. Since 1984, an agreement
between the commune, the

Conservatoire du Littoral and the
Parc National de Port-Cros has

ensured joint management of the
site.  

The National Park, in
collaboration with 

the tourism Office, offers a
wide range of activities
throughout the year,

including walks accompanied
by Park staff, star gazing and

Posidonia Days. 



 Ilot du crocodile - Plage de Jovat

Get your fins, mask and snorkel ready .....
Do you know about the Crocodile Islet?
From mid-June, discover the underwater
fauna and flora of our underwater trail.
Ask for more information at the Tourist

Office. 
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In 1905, with the separation of State and Church, the
tourist industry really took off with the creation of
major hotels. Notably the Kensington hotel, which for
many years remained a majestic place to stay in La Croix

Valmer. 

Tourism re-established itself after the war, with the creation of
the first campsite in 1949 at Gigaro (Cap Mimosa at the entrance to

the coast), then in 1952 with the creation of a campsite near
Pardigon. Structures reopen. Vacation camps began to appear, and

the hotel sector was transformed and expanded. 



La Croix Valmer is a charming destination, where life is good
and respect for nature and the environment are a priority.

Our visitors are amazed by the beauty of the sites,
beaches, sea beds and footpaths, ...

there's a lot to discover!
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In la croix valmer,
we do our utmost

to maintain an
exceptional

quality of life,
respecting and
preserving the

natural state of
our commune. 



The history of the Tourist Office began in 1968.  as a “comité
des fêtes” 

in 1984, the comité des fêtes changed its name to the comité
d'animation et de loisirs de la croix valmer (cal), occupying

the premises of the former railway station. 

this was dissolved in 1996 to become the omacl (office
municipal d'animation et de la culture) and operated under

the name office culturel croisien.
a year later, in 1997, it became otac (office de tourisme et

d'animation culturelle).
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do you 
recognize these

outfits? 

 These are the
outfits of our

travel
consultants, who
are on hand all
year round to

advise you.

Say, Pierre, why
don't we tell

them a bit about
the history of

the tourist
office? 

Very good
idea

brigitte !!!



Even if it’s main mission still remains welcoming
tourists and locals, other services are also offered,
such as classification property rentals, partnerships,
promotion of the region on social networks,
creation of audio guides to help peolpe discover the
town and it’s history, as well as one of the flagship
events of the season: the festival des anches d'azur!!!!
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In 2015, the
Tourist Office

became
municipal

Did you know
that the

Office, open
all year , is a
multi-purpose

facility?
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The Grand Hôtel became the
"kommandantur" 

In February 1944, Rommel had
set up a defense system
for the Mediterranean

coast. The coastline was
riddled with mines, with the

exception of Sylvabelle
beach, which they kept
intact for swimming. 

During the Second World
War, tourism disappeared. 

during the occupation,
most of the large villas

and hotels were
requisitioned. 

in 1943, the germans began
to arrive



80 ANS DÉBARQUEMENT DE PROVENCE 80 ANS DÉBARQUEMENT DE PROVENCE 

These warships create safe passages to
the beach by destroying enemy mines.
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On August 14, an aerial bombardment targeted the minefields and German
canons in the hamlet of Brost. The bombs hit the coastline, in particular

the D-Day and Gigaro beaches. 
To protect Allied troops arriving from the sea, minesweepers criss-

crossed the coast at night: 
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In Croisiens' memory, at dawn on August 15th, the bay was
black with ships, and the sea was nowhere to be seen.
Hundreds of ships approached the shore, soldiers of

General O'Daniel's 3rd American Division. By midnight, over
16,000 men had landed on our beaches.

The sea and beach are transformed into a metallic landscape alive
with explosions. during the afternoon, machine guns, shells,
bombs and bullets whistled. On the evening of August 16th,

General De Lattre De Tassigny's "B" army landed on Gigaro beach:
this was the Provence landings, known as operation "Avril

Dragoon". Within two weeks, the region was liberated.
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it’s called like that because it is home to a large number of old villas built by the
architects of the Domaine de la Croix., One example is the Villa des Bruyères, the
former local school now home to the Maison des Jeunes et de la Culture.
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Do you know
about the
“Boulevard
des Villas”?



after the war, the prisoners were given the task of clearing mines from the coast.
they took part in various tasks, such as the restoration of the boulevard de la

plage with the planting of plane trees. 

after the landings, the domaine de la croix invested heavily in rebuilding the vineyards.
It was he who instigated the transformation of a district of Gassin into the village

of La Croix. 
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In memory of the All
ies w

ho

fell 
during D-Day, they built a

monument on D-Day beach,

later
 moved to Rem

embrance

Square.
 

the Domaine was sold by it’s creators and part of it was
transformed into a housing estate.. The city's commercial

buildings were bought by private individuals or the tenants
of the time. And what about today?

Well, Brigitte, today the Domaine de La Croix covers more than 540
Acres (including more than 247 Acres of vines). The Domaine de La

Croix has undergone a number of changes of ownership, but none
of them has been able to restore it to its former glory. Société

Bolloré bought the vineyard in 2000 and gave the company new life
lease of life. 
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From the 5th century onwards, monks, and then nobles,
continued and improved on the work of the Romans. It
was thanks to Eleonora de Provence, wife of Henry III,
King of England, that the wines of Provence became so

well known..

the following
centuries were

disastrous and caused
the vineyards to

suffer : distance from
major communication
routes, phylloxera

crisis in 1880
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but also an
overproduction
that favored
quantity over
quality in the
early 20th
century.



@lacroixvalmer_tourisme

The first AOC’s appeared in the 1930s.
These efforts and the development of tourism have put
Provençal wines back in the spotlight, with rosés at the

top of the list, accounting for 38% of national
production. 
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did you know that this year, for the 90th
anniversary of la croix valmer, our three

estates have created a special “90th anniversary”
vintage?
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Our visitors, whether they’'re just passing
through or are regulars, they are always

amazed by the beauty of the sites,
beaches, sea beds, footpaths... There's so

much to discover!
In the 80's, the old railroad line was filled

in and the Odyssée 80 was built, where
you'll find numerous shops and

restaurants in the center of the village. 
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Odysée 80 - 1982
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In 1925, they decided to
donate the property to
Civils Hospices , for the

creation of an air
hospital for children

from Lyonnais and Rémois.
The estate then became

the “Rouyer-Warnier
Foundation.”

After a hiatus during the
Second World War, it

resumed its activities until
1972.

Die Domaine
Louise entstand

aus einem
Familienbesitz

von
Textilkaufleuten

in Reims.

At the end of WW1, Sylvabelle became a preventorium-aerium for
200 children, all aged between 2 and 14. All these little patients
were underprivileged children from the region of Lyon . In 1969, the
building underwent a further transformation, becoming an Institut
Médico Éducatif for young people with intellectual disabilities, aged
12 to 18. 


